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whole regiment no less for his courage than for his general
behaviour. He was the son of a professor at the college of
Toulouse ; had been through his course there, and took great
delight in spouting Latin. An hour before Ms death the
poor lad, having observed that nearly all the trees in the
forest of Hanau were beeches, and that their spreading
branches formed a kind of roof, found it a suitable occasion
to repeat the Eclogue of Virgil which begins with the verse

Tityre, tu patulse recubans sub tegmine fagi.

Marshal Macdonald, who happened to pass at the moment,
laughed heartily, exclaiming, ' There's a little chap whose
memory isn't disturbed by his surroundings! It is certainly
the first time that anyone has recited Yirgil under the fire of
the enemy's guns.'

' He who takes the sword shall perish with the sv^ord,'
says the Scripture. If this saying does not apply to all
soldiers, it did to many of them under the Empire. M.
Guindet, who in October 1806 had killed Prince Lewis of
Prussia at Saalfelclt, was himself killed at the battle of
Hanau. No doubt it was the fear of a like fate which led
the Russian, general Ozernicheff to fly from the danger.
You will remember that early in 1812 that officer, then a
favourite aide-de-camp of the Emperor Alexander, happening
to be at Paris, had abused his position to corrupt two poor
officials in the War Office.1 They were executed for selling
information about the French army, while the Russian colonel
only avoided the punishment which he deserved by secretly
escaping from France. On returning to his own country,
M. de Gzeraichefl:, though more of a courtier than of a soldier,
became a general, and in that capacity commanded a Cossack
division, the only Russian troops at Hanau. The part its.
leader played there made him the byword of the Austrians and
Bavarians who were present at that fight. So long as Czerni-
cheff expected1 to meet none but sick and demoralised troops,
he crowed loudly j but he changed his tone when he found him-
self face to face with the veterans from Leipzig, General
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